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of June in 404.   She was then in the great church, which seemed the place
of her usual residence;  and it was necessary to tear her from his feet by
violence.    After St Chrysostom's departure she had a great share in the
persecution in which all his friends were involved. She was convened before
Optatus, the prefect of the city, who was a heathen.    She justified herself
as to the calumnies which were shamelessly alleged in court against her;
but she assured the governor that nothing should engage her to hold com-
munion with Arsacius, a schismatical usurper of another's see.    She was
dismissed for that time and was visited with a grievous fit of sickness,
which afflicted her the whole winter.   In spring she was obliged by Arsacius
and the court to leave the city, and wandered from place to place.   About
midsummer in 405 she was brought back to Constantinople and again pre-
sented before Optatus, who, without any further trial, sentenced her to pay
a heavy fine because she refused to communicate with Arsacius.   Her goods
were sold by a public auction;   she was often dragged before public
tribunals; her clothes were torn by the soldiers, her farms rifled by many
amongst the dregs of the people, and she was insulted by her own servants
and those who had received from her hands the greatest favours.   Atticus,
successor of Arsacius, dispersed and banished the whole community of
nuns which she governed;   for it seems, by what Palladius writes, that
she was abbess, or at least directress, of the monastery which she had
founded near the great church, which subsisted till the fall of the Grecian
empire. St Chrysostom frequently encouraged and comforted her by letters;
but he sometimes blamed her grief.    He bid her particularly to rejoice
under her sicknesses, which she ought to place among her most precious
crowns, in imitation of Job and Lazarus.   In his distress she furnished him
with plentiful supplies, wherewith he ransomed many captives and relieved
the poor in the wild and desert countries into which he was banished.
She also sent him drugs for his own use when he laboured under a
bad state of health.    Her lingering martyrdom was prolonged beyond
that of St Chrysostom; for she was living in 408, when Palladius wrote
his Dialogue on the Life of St Chrysostom.   The other Palladius, in the
Lausiac history which he compiled in 420, tells us that she died under
her sufferings  and, deserving to receive  the recompense due to holy
confessors, enjoyed the glory of heaven among the saints.    The Greeks
honour her memory on the 25th of July, but the Roman Martyrology
on the i yth of December.

The saints all studied to husband every moment to the best advantage,
knowing that life is very short, that night is coming on apace, in which
no one will be able to work, and that all our moments here are so many
precious seeds of eternity* If we applied ourselves with the saints to the
uninterrupted exercise of good works we should find that, short as life is,